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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
SWT Trading Ltd: Ecological Consultants, the trading company of Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust (SWT) was commissioned by St Edmundsbury Borough Council to carry out 
ecological assessments for proposed Rural Development Sites within the emerging 
Local Development Framework.  A short list of sites was drawn up by The Council. 
 
As part of the assessment of the sites, SWT were asked to assess the wildlife value of 
each site and highlight issues associated with Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and 
species and also protected species. Information was provided regarding structural 
diversity and also the connectivity of sites, particularly where wildlife corridors could 
be identified. The surveys of 33 sites took place in May and June 2010.  
 
 
2.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
The aim of the surveys was to provide: 
 

• information and a description of the wildlife interest of each site 
• highlight issues associated with the presence of BAP habitats and BAP & 

protected species if the site were to be developed 
• a relative ranking of the current ecological value of the sites to wildlife 
• identification of links between the survey site and adjacent sites of wildlife 

interest, highlighting important wildlife corridors 
 
3.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
In order to achieve the overall aims of the project the following tasks were undertaken: 
 

• existing digital information for each site was collated using data provided by 
Suffolk Biological Records Centre and from 1:10,000 maps and aerial 
photographs 

• every site was surveyed and a record made of its conservation value 
• photographs were taken of the relevant sites 
• criteria and a ranking system was used to evaluate sites 
• comments were made on habitats/species of wildlife interest 
• ecological issues were highlighted 

 
3.1 Criteria for site evaluation 
 
At each site the following was recorded: 

• Habitat type: distinct, dominant habitat types were briefly detailed 
• Subsidiary habitat: this included additional habitats of particular note such as 

dead wood 
• Site description: a detailed account of the site 
• Size: the size was noted in hectares (ha) 
• Connectivity: if a site linked to other green corridors, this was noted and 

described in detail where relevant 



• Structural diversity: the differing vegetation structure (height) providing a 
variation in niche potential for a wide range of taxa was described for each site if 
relevant 

• Protected species: these were noted if recorded, or if previously recorded 
• Protected species potential: this was noted if the habitat was deemed suitable 

for named protected species 
• BAP species: these were noted if seen, or if previously recorded 
• BAP habitats: these were noted if present 
• BAP species potential: this was noted if the habitat was deemed suitable for 

BAP species 
• Flora, avifauna, herpetofauna, mammals, invertebrates etc: species seen or 

recorded were noted and habitat which offered potential for specific taxa was 
noted 

• Comments and recommendations: overall impressions of each site were noted 
and although detailed management recommendations were not part of the remit, 
these were in some instances offered and further survey work was recommended 
where relevant 

 
BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) species and habitats: priority species or habitats 
(usually those that are threatened, rare or declining in a UK or European context) that 
have been identified by the UK government in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (DoE 
1995) amended August 2007.  Local plans have also been produced for those priority 
species and habitats occurring in Suffolk (Suffolk Local Biodiversity Action Plans).  In 
addition, habitats and species special to Suffolk have been identified and termed 
‘Suffolk Character Plans’. 
 
Protected species: species protected by law under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 as amended, The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and the 
Protection of Badgers Act 1992.   
 
3.2 System of site ranking 
A system of ranking each site from the information gathered during surveys was 
established, using a simple numbering method.  Numbers 1-6 were used (1 = high, 6 = 
low). 
 

1 Statutory designation e.g. SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) scheduled 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

2 Non-statutory designation e.g. County Wildlife Site (CWS).  CWSs are sites 
regarded as important in a county/regional context. 

3 Non-statutory designation e.g. Local Wildlife Site (LWS), Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) species and habitats (except those that are locally 
common e.g. song thrush) and/or species protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act (1981). 

4 No designation but clearly of value due to size, connectivity, species 
diversity, potential for BAP and protected species and locally common BAP 
and protected species. 

5 No designation but has some natural capital: is in character with the area 
(e.g. woodland), provides limited connectivity. 

6 No designation and of no conservation value. 
 



Site Ranking 1: Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs): the most important sites 
for wildlife within a national context.  The criterion used to assess such sites has been 
developed by English Nature.   
 
Site Ranking 2: County Wildlife Sites (CWSs): these sites have a high priority for 
protection.  Although there is currently no statutory protection, all of Suffolk’s local 
authorities have included a policy in their local plans to protect CWSs from 
development.  The criteria used to assess CWSs have been developed by Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust, Suffolk County Council and Suffolk Biological Records Centre (SBRC) 
(The County Wildlife Site panel).   
 
Site Ranking 3: (including Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs)): sites which do not fulfil the 
criteria for SSSI or CWS status but have a high conservation value.  These sites 
comprise the best examples of different habitats or are important for a particular species. 
 
Site Ranking 4 and 5: Other Sites of Nature Conservation Interest: sites which are 
less important for wildlife but still retain a degree of naturalness. Locally common BAP 
species such as song thrush may be present and also locally common protected species 
such as reptiles. However, this ranking applies only in cases of low numbers of a single 
species and not significant populations of one or more species. (See LWS and CWSs). 
In addition, these sites often provide valuable stepping stones and wildlife corridors 
along which species can travel between sites. 
 
Site Ranking 6: Areas that are of limited or no value for wildlife:  These may 
include built areas, large arable fields or regularly mown amenity grassland with no 
other semi-natural features.  
 
3.3 Conservation value 
Linked to the ranking system is the method of establishing whether a site was of high, 
medium or low conservation value: 
 

1-2 High conservation value 
3-4 Medium conservation value 
5-6 Low conservation value 

 



4 CATALOGUE OF SITES 
 
Key Service centres         
 
 Barrow 

6.1a      
     6.1b      
     6.1c      
     6.1d (employment)    
 
 Clare 
     6.2a      
     6.2b      
     6.2c      
     6.2d (part employment)   
     6.2e      
 Ixworth 
     6.3a      
     6.3b,c,d     
     6.3e (employment)    
 
 Kedington 
     6.4a      
 

Stanton 
    6.5a      
    6.5b      

 
 Wickhambrook 
     6.6a      
     6.6b      
     6.6c      
 
Local Service Centres 
 
 Bardwell 
     7.1a      
     7.1b      
 
 Barningham 
     7.2a      
 
 Cavendish 
     7.3a      
     7.3b      
 
 
 
 
 



Catalogue of sites continued        
 
 Chedburgh 
     7.4b      
 
 Great Barton 
     7.5a      
     7.5b      
 
 Great and Little Thurlow 
     7.6a      
  

Great and Little Whelnetham 
     7.7a      
 

Hopton 
    7.8a      

 
 Hundon 
     7.9a      
 
 Ingham 
     7.10a      
 
 Risby 
     7.11a      
 
 Rougham 
     7.12a      
 



Site name   Bardwell 7.1a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 94510 73808 
Area:     0.3 hectares 
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Cold, overcast 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Hedgerows, rough grassland 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Lawn 
 
Site description: 
The site lies to the north of Stanton Road, beyond a thick hedge and appears to be part 
of a large garden. The southern boundary is a hedgerow. The northern boundary is 



across part of the garden. There is a short section of hedge along the eastern boundary 
and a mature hedge with large trees to the west, beyond the boundary of the site. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
Ancient species-rich hedgerow 
 
BAP species seen: 
 
BAP species known: 
- 
BAP species potential: 
- 
Connectivity: 
The only connections are through the hedgerows associated with the site.  
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, apart from the hedgerows. 
 
Flora: 
The short mown lawn was poor in species, including meadow foxtail, dandelion and 
ragwort. The area of rough grass was dominated by cock’s-foot with some Fescue but 
there were very few herbaceous plants except daisy. The trees were young planted 
ornamental trees including evergreen oak, Acer and alder. 
 
The roadside verge to the south of the hedge was quite diverse. The following plants 
were present: greater plantain, creeping buttercup, daisy, common field speedwell, 
white clover, ground ivy, yarrow, creeping cinquefoil and hedgerow crane’s-bill. 
 
The southern hedgerow was reasonably diverse and the following shrubs and trees were 
present: hazel, ivy, dog rose, hawthorn, elder, bramble, snowberry and field maple. 
There was a short section of Leylandii hedge along the eastern side of the site. A 
hedgerow to the west (beyond the site) was dominated by large willow and ash trees. 

  
Avifauna: 
Few birds were heard (goldfinch and blackbird). Typical garden species will be 
associated with the garden and hedgerows. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of locally common invertebrates will be associated with the hedgerows. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is largely unsuitable for this group. It is possible that the hedgerows and 
adjacent margins may provide dispersal corridors for species such as toad. 
 
Mammals: 



Common species of mammal may be associated with the hedgerows. No evidence of 
badgers was recorded. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The roadside hedge with its verge should be safeguarded if at all possible. 



Site name   Bardwell 7.1b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 94523 73697 
Area:     0.4 hectares 
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Cold, overcast 
Ranking:    6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

   
 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  



 
Site description: 
The site lies to the south-east of Bardwell and forms part of an arable field. There is a 
small road (Davey’s Lane) with a narrow field margin without a hedgerow on the 
eastern boundary. The southern and western boundaries run across the middle of the 
arable field. There is a mature hedgerow/tree belt along the northern boundary. A 
modern agricultural building, clad with asbestos sheeting, is situated in the north-eastern 
part of the site. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
 
BAP species seen: 
Skylark singing over adjacent field.  
 
BAP species known: 
  
BAP species potential: 
 
Connectivity: 
The site itself is of low wildlife value, and the boundary hedgerow to the north does not 
connect with other hedgerows in the wider countryside.  
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, apart from the tree belt. 
 
Flora: 
The arable field had been planted with oil-seed rape and this extends to the rear of the 
building. The eastern field margin contained a mixture of common species such as 
barren brome, cleavers, groundsel, white dead-nettle, mallow, dock and common field 
speedwell. There were rubble piles in the north-eastern corner with barren brome and 
hemlock colonizing them.  
 
The northern hedgerow comprised mostly mature trees. The following shrubs and trees 
are present: ash, horse chestnut, elder, wild cherry, poplar and white willow.  
  
Avifauna: 
Apart from the skylark heard singing over an adjacent field, few birds were heard 
(robin).  Typical garden species will be associated with the hedgerow. It is possible that 
birds such as swallow or sparrow may nest in the agricultural building, but none were 
observed at the time of the survey. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of locally common invertebrates will be associated with the hedgerow. 
 
Herpetofauna: 



This site is largely unsuitable for this group. It is possible that the hedgerows and 
adjacent margins may provide dispersal corridors for species such as toad. The village 
pond beyond the northern boundary of the site supports large numbers of ducks making 
it less suitable for amphibians. 
 
Mammals: 
Common species of mammal may be associated with the hedgerows. No evidence of 
badgers was recorded. The agricultural building was not entered but a powerful light 
was shone up to the roof from the doorway. It is clear that this is a modern building with 
no timber frame and therefore does not provide suitable roosting opportunities for bats.  
 
Comments and recommendations: 



Site name   Barningham 7.2a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 97140 76940 
Area:     0.7 hectares 
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Cold, overcast 
Ranking:    6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Site description: 
The site is on the eastern edge of Barningham adjacent to the B1111 and lies within an 
arable field. The road frontage is a mown verge with no hedgerow. Along the north-
eastern boundary there is a wide field margin without a hedgerow, with a paddock 



beyond. The south-western boundary borders gardens with fences, shrubs and trees. The 
south-eastern edge of the site cuts across the arable field. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site has poor connectivity. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The field margins contained a mixture of common species including dandelion, 
hogweed, cow parsley, cleavers, nettle, groundsel, ground ivy, white dead-nettle, 
common field speedwell, caper spurge, barren brome and Yorkshire fog. On the north-
eastern boundary there were occasional sycamore saplings and elder. Adjacent to the 
gardens were sycamore, hawthorn, Prunus species and ornamental species. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded and the site offers little opportunity for this group. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The field margins will support locally common invertebrates 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is unsuitable for this group.  
 
Mammals: 
The rougher field margins may support small mammals such as voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Site name   Barrow 6.1a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76532 63603 
Area:     3.1 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Cloudy, light rain 
Ranking:    4 
Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

    

 



Horse paddocks to west    Central pond 

  

 
Bramble scrub     Paddock to east 
 

 
Northern pond with mature trees 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Meadow, scrub, ponds 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 



The site lies in the centre of Barrow, accessed by tracks to the north and south. The 
western meadow is currently horse-grazed and another area of grassland lies to the east, 
which was not being grazed at the time of the visit. There are numerous patches of scrub 
within the site and two ponds, one to the south and another linear pond on the northern 
boundary with very large trees. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
Bats, possibly reptiles 
BAP habitats present: 
Ponds 
 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
Toad 
 
Connectivity: 
There is limited connectivity via the track to the south towards the village greens. 
 
Structural diversity: 
The mosaic of habitats means that structural diversity is excellent. 

 
Flora: 
It was difficult to assess the quality of the short sward in the meadow with the horses, 
but the following was recorded in the less-grazed areas: meadow foxtail, black medick, 
yarrow, black knapweed, broad-leaved dock, redshank, red clover, creeping buttercup 
and nettle. Along the track were common species such as cow parsley, ground ivy and 
cleavers. There is much suckering elm scrub and bramble in this area. The western 
paddock was fenced off by barbed wire and could only be viewed over a gateway. This 
appeared to have a similar sward to the other meadow. 
 
The southern pond was surrounded by bramble with larger elm, ash and hawthorn. The 
only emergent vegetation in this pond was bittersweet. The linear northern pond was 
heavily shaded and did not appear to have any emergent vegetation. It was made 
completely inaccessible by tall fencing with ‘danger deep water’ signage. A very large 
ash tree and also an immense field maple were growing in this area. 
 
Avifauna: 
There was a lot of bird activity at the time of the visit, particularly robin and blackbird.  
The site provides excellent roosting, nesting and feeding opportunities for this group. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The weather conditions were unsuitable for this group on the day of the visit, but a 
habitat such as this will support a range of invertebrates, including butterflies and 
moths. 
 



Herpetofauna: 
The northern pond is heavily shaded and the central pond only slightly less so, so they 
provide very little egg laying opportunities for great crested newts. It is therefore 
unlikely that they are present on this site, but a survey should be carried out to confirm 
this. There are no reptile records for this part of Suffolk; however the habitat is highly 
suitable for this group. In addition, the ponds and surrounding habitat may support 
toads, so a more detailed survey would be advisable using ‘refugia’.  
Mammals: 
The large trees may provide roosting opportunities for bats and the habitat overall is 
good for foraging bats. A detailed bat survey should therefore be carried out, including 
an emergence survey. 
 
The site will support a range of small mammal species such as mice, voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The mixture of semi-natural habitats makes this a valuable site for wildlife, particularly 
birds and invertebrates. Both the ponds were quite shaded, but with some habitat 
management work they could be improved for wildlife and visual amenity. 
 
A full reptile/amphibian survey should be carried out. 
 
A detailed bat survey should be carried out. 



Site name   Barrow 6.1b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76959 63709 
Area:     3.1 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken sunshine 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low (as long as woodland area is unaffected) 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

  
 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field, wet woodland 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Roadside ditch 
 
Site description: 
This is a large arable field on the eastern edge of Barrow, south of the Bury Road road, 
with a range of mature trees running along this boundary. The western edge is a thick 
tree belt bordering housing, whilst the western boundary is marked by a gappy elm 



hedge, next to a grassy farm track. The southern boundary cuts across the arable field. 
In the north-east is a dense patch of wet woodland. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
Connectivity is poor, apart from the gappy hedges. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity in the wet area is reasonably good, although it could be improved 
within the hedgerows; elsewhere it is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The field margins were species-poor, with cock’s-foot, barren brome, cleavers, creeping 
thistle and cut-leaved crane’s-bill. In the wet area there was dense blackthorn, willow, 
bramble, hawthorn with clematis climbers. Where there is enough light, nettle 
dominates the ground flora. In the wet ditch next to the road, great willowherb was the 
principal species. A small patch of bluebell was noted on the roadside bank, apparently 
of the native variety. Greater stitchwort was also recorded. Along this boundary were 
some large trees, including field maple, elm, ash, broad-leaved lime, hazel and cherry. 
The gappy hedgerow along the eastern boundary included hazel, blackthorn, field maple 
and elm. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded at the time of the visit, but the wet woodland and roadside trees 
will provide the best opportunities for this group. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The wet woodland and roadside trees will provide the best opportunities for this group. 
 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The majority of the site is not suitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
Common mammals will occur on this site and the wet woodland may support common 
small mammals such as wood mouse. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The wet woodland and adjacent woodland connections should be retained. 



 
Site name   Barrow 6.1c 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL76560 63000 
Area:     3.5 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Cloudy, warm 
Ranking:    5/6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 



 

 
Arable field       Pond on eastern boundary 

 
Location of bees nest in large tree 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Pond on boundary of site, dry ditch 
 
Site description: 



This arable site lies to the south of Barrow. There is a short-cut roadside hedge to the 
east, with a taller hedge on the northern side, linking to a pond. A dry ditch runs along 
the southern boundary. 
 
Protected species: 
Bats 
 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
This site is poorly connected apart from the northern boundary.  
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, apart from along the northern boundary 
 
Flora: 
The field margins were species-poor, with hogweed, lesser stitchwort, cleavers, cut-
leaved crane’s-bill, broad-leaved dock, groundsel, barren brome and occasional black 
grass. The dry ditch contained great willowherb, hogweed, cow parsley, lesser 
stitchwort and nettle. 
 
The hedgerows were not diverse, with hawthorn, rose and some elm. Around the pond 
were field maple, blackthorn and willow with a very large stump on the water’s edge.  
The pond contained some blanket weed and appeared to have no emergent vegetation. 
 
Avifauna: 
The only bird recorded was chaffinch. The northern boundary provides the best 
opportunities for this group. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A very active nest of bees was noted in the large tree next to the pond. 
An orange-tip butterfly was recorded also in this area. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The pond may support locally common amphibians, but the habitat is in need of 
restoration. 
 
Mammals: 
The very large willow tree by the pond may provide roosting opportunities for bats 
because it has areas where its bark is flaking and lifting. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 



If the large willow by the pond is to be removed then a bat survey should be undertaken.  
 
The pond habitat could be improved by de-silting and reduction in shading on the 
southern and western edges. 
 



Site name   Barrow 6.1d (employment) 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 75980 64040 
Area:     1 hectare 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Cloudy, warm 
Ranking:    5/6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 



This arable site lies on the north-western edge of Barrow, to the north of the primary 
school. A hedge runs along the eastern road edge with a thicker belt of trees against the 
western road edge. The northern boundary cuts across the arable field. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
Connectivity is provided through the boundary hedgerows and trees. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is generally poor, apart from at the boundaries where there are trees 
and shrubs. 

 
Flora: 
The field margin was species-poor, with barren brome, cleavers, hogweed, cow parsley, 
white dead-nettle, groundsel, red campion and nettle. The eastern roadside hedge was 
primarily hawthorn, with also holly, blackthorn, elm, bramble and ivy. The boundary 
with the school was marked by a line of poplars. To the west, bordering Colethorpe 
Lane, was a belt of sycamore and hawthorn with a ground flora dominated by dog’s 
mercury, as well as garlic mustard and cleavers. 
 
Avifauna: 
The hedgerows will provide some nesting and roosting habitat for this group. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The hedgerows will provide some habitat for this group. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is unsuitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
The site is largely unsuitable for this group, apart from larger mobile mammals such as 
brown hare or muntjac deer. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Site name   Cavendish 7.3a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 80369 46663 
Area:     0.4 hectares 
Date:     26th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Sunny, warm 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Short grass, shrubs and trees 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
The site lies towards the west of Cavendish, south of a residential area. The majority of 
the site is short grass which may have been grazed in the past but is now being mown.  
There are ornamental trees to the road frontage along the northern boundary. In the 
north-east is an area of hard-standing and a low brick wall, with a bare bank that may 



have been treated with a herbicide. A track leads to some workshops lying to the south 
of the site. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site has some connectivity to the wider countryside via the hedgerow network. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is low, particularly due to the shortness of the grass  
 
Flora: 
The grassland appeared to have been re-seeded in the past, due to the presence of 
perennial rye grass. Other species noted were daisy, creeping buttercup, ribwort 
plantain, creeping thistle, white clover and common mouse-ear. 
 
There were a number of ornamental trees along the road frontage including a large Acer, 
weeping birch, Laburnum as well as hawthorn and privet. 
 
Avifauna: 
A green woodpecker was heard during the visit and the grassland will provide good 
foraging habitat for this species. The trees and shrubs on the boundaries will provide 
habitat for a variety of locally common birds. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The site provides limited opportunities for this group. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is not suitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
Apart from rabbits, there are limited opportunities for this group. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
 
 



 
Site name   Cavendish 7.3b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 80610 46638 
Area:     0.4 hectares 
Date:     26th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Sunny, warm 
Ranking:    4 
Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

       
 
Habitat type(s): 
Rough grassland 
 
Subsidiary habitats: 
Hedgerows  
 
Site description: 
This former arable site lies to the north-east of Cavendish and has been sown with a 
grass and clover mix. An arable field lies to the north and east, with housing to the west 
separated by a hawthorn hedge and footpath. The southern boundary is marked by a 
brick wall, hedge and chain-link fence. Well worn footpaths run around the perimeter of 
the site, used particularly by dog-walkers.  



 
Protected species: 
See file note. 
 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
 
Structural diversity: 
. 

 
Flora: 
The mix of species was surprisingly diverse: meadow foxtail, soft brome, barren brome 
cock’s-foot, false oat grass, perennial rye-grass, cow parsley, broad-leaved dock, cut-
leaved crane’s-bill, nettle, prickly lettuce, mallow, creeping thistle, creeping buttercup, 
white campion, cleavers, groundsel, hogweed, white dead-nettle and ground ivy. 
 
Avifauna: 
The boundary hedgerows will provide roosting and nesting opportunities, with foraging 
opportunities on the grassy margins. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of common invertebrates will be associated with the tall grasses and herbs. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is not thought to be suitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
See file note. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
See file note. 
 
 



 
Site name   Chedburgh 7.4b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 79110 58140 
Area:     2.2 hectares 
Date:     27h May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Cool, cloudy 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

 
View from north-east corner looking north 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field with partial, interrupted hedgerow and dry ditch 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 



Site description: 
The site lies adjacent to Queens Road in Chedburgh and forms part of an arable field. 
There is no roadside hedge but scattered tree scrub, with a narrow field margin. The 
field entrance is situated on this eastern roadside border. Along the northern boundary 
there is a partial, interrupted hedge with a tarmac footpath and a chain-link fence. 
Residential gardens also form the border. The southern boundary consists of a dry ditch 
with scattered trees and a large garden boundary of Leylandii. The western boundary 
runs across the middle of the arable field.  
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
Connectivity is poor, apart from at the boundaries. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, only common arable-associated species present along field 
margins and verges. 
 
Flora: 
The field had recently been planted with a wheat crop. The northern field margin 
contained a mixture of common species such as barren brome, bristly oxtongue, 
shepherd’s-purse, charlock, creeping cinquefoil, hedge mustard and false oat grass. The 
partial hedgerow consisted of hawthorn, sycamore, blackthorn, elm and bramble. 
Towards the north-west corner, adjacent to gardens, Leylandii, rose (a garden escape), 
and ash were present.  
 
The eastern boundary consisted of scattered tree scrub, including ash, field maple, 
sycamore and hawthorn. The narrow field margin included cut-leaved crane’s-bill, 
hogweed, groundsel, cock’s-foot, nettle, cleavers, barren brome, cow parsley, garlic 
mustard, broad-leaved dock, curled dock, creeping buttercup and ground ivy. In the 
south-east corner wood avens, herb-Robert and willowherb species were identified.  
 
The southern boundary consisted of a dry ditch running alongside houses and gardens. 
Leylandii acts as a garden boundary with scrub species such as bramble, blackthorn, 
elder, rose, sycamore and hawthorn. In the dry ditch the following common species 
were recorded: barren brome, cock’s-foot, meadow foxtail, nettle, cut-leaved crane’s-
bill, field bindweed, hogweed, groundsel, cleavers, creeping buttercup, field 
woundwort, spear thistle, red dead-nettle and broad-leaved dock.  
 
Avifauna: 



Common garden birds were heard such as blackbird and blue tit. Rooks were also heard 
in nearby ash trees, as well as woodpigeon. A pheasant was observed within the field. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The dry ditches and woody species would be the only refuge for any invertebrate 
species. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is largely unsuitable for this group.  
 
Mammals: 
Common species of mammal may be associated with the ditches. The only evidence 
was rabbit holes and runs along the ditches.  
 
Comments and recommendations: 



Site name   Great Barton 7.5a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 89231 67258 
Area:     0.9 hectares 
Date:     14th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, dry, becoming sunny 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

View to east         Silted-up pond to north 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Pond in field to north 
Site description: 
The site lies within an arable field on the north-eastern edge of Great Barton, north of 
the primary school. The site is bordered on the western side by School Road, with a dry 



ditch and scattered trees along the road edge. On the eastern edge is a low managed 
garden hedgerow with larger trees and scrub to the south bordering the school. The 
northern boundary cuts across the arable field, beyond which is a pond. This pond was 
found to be dry on investigation. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site has poor connectivity. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor. 
 
Flora: 
The field margins contained a mixture of common species including cow parsley, 
cleavers, nettle, common field speedwell, early forget-me-not, thale cress, garlic 
mustard, broad-leaved dock, creeping thistle, red dead-nettle, mayweed species, false 
oat grass and occasional bramble and clematis. 
 
Along the road margin were three sycamores and two large elder shrubs, one covered 
with clematis. The southern boundary and south-eastern corner had a thick, wooded 
edge with sycamore, cherry, dogwood, field maple, hawthorn, blackthorn and cherry. 
 
The in-field pond was overgrown with a dense thicket of elder, sycamore and hawthorn 
with an understorey of nettle and garlic mustard. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded and the site offers little opportunity for this group. Locally 
common birds may nest in the scrub associated with the pond and in the trees and scrub 
on the boundaries. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The field margins will support locally common invertebrates. Orange tip butterflies 
were recorded and a large buff-tailed bumble bee. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is currently unsuitable for this group.  
 
Mammals: 
There was a high rabbit population in the scrub around the pond. 



 
Comments and recommendations: 
If this site is to be developed, then consideration should be given to ensuring that 
landscaping on the northern boundary also includes restoration of the pond by 
deepening it and removing shading vegetation. Appropriate planting along the northern 
boundary, without subsequently shading out the pond, could improve connectivity and 
reduce the pond’s current isolation. 

 



Site name   Great Barton 7.5b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 588980 267691 
Area:     0.8 hectares 
Date:     14th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, dry, becoming sunny 
Ranking:  At least 4 due to presence of veteran trees, hedgerow and 

pond. Could be higher if further surveys revealed 
protected species. 

Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
 
Photos: 

    
View eastwards across the field  Silted-up pond in NW corner of site 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Large stag-headed oak by pond              Mature elm tree on NE boundary beyond site 

     
 Veteran oak in SE corner   Girth of veteran oak (A4 pad for scale) 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Pond beyond north-western corner of site, veteran trees 
 
 
 



Site description: 
The site lies within a recently-sown arable field on the northern edge of Great Barton, 
separated from the B1106 by a closely managed hedge. The northern boundary cuts 
across the arable field. Whilst the site itself is of low wildlife value, the hedgerow to the 
east is likely to be ancient and is remarkable for the large veteran oak in the south-
eastern corner of the site and for the mature elm to the north-east (beyond the site 
boundary).  There is a pond in the north-western corner, adjacent to the site boundary, 
which although containing water was very silted up. A very large, stag-headed oak is to 
the north of the pond, with numerous crevices and peeling bark suitable for roosting 
bats. There is a newly planted hedgerow on the western edge next to the Great Barton 
Free Church. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
Various species of bat associated with veteran trees. Slight possibility of great crested 
newt in pond. 
 
BAP habitats present: 
Ancient species-rich hedgerow, pond 
 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
Various bat species and possibly great crested newt. 
 
Connectivity:  
The site has poor connectivity. 
 
Structural diversity: 
The structural diversity of the mature hedgerows is excellent, although the bulk of the 
site is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The field margin was unremarkable and included barren brome, ground ivy, cleavers, 
hogweed, nettle, white dead-nettle and cow parsley. The roadside hedge was 
predominantly hawthorn, dog rose and elm, with some standard trees (ash and 
sycamore). There was a deep, dry ditch behind this hedge. The newly planted hedge 
adjacent to the church was mainly hawthorn, blackthorn, rose and field maple. 
 
The hedgerow on the eastern boundary displayed a ditch and bank and was reasonably 
diverse, with ash, hawthorn, dog rose, field maple and oak. There was a veteran oak (5-
6m girth) in the south-eastern corner close to the road which has historically been 
pollarded and was part covered in ivy. Further north in this hedgerow there was a 
mature elm, which is likely to be a hybrid, but is still a very unusual sight now. 
 
The pond was quite shaded and overhung by a large poplar, willow and ash.  There was 
a very large stag-headed oak north of the pond. The margins of the pond were 



dominated by cleavers, cow parsley and bramble, with bittersweet emerging from the 
pond itself. 
 
Avifauna: 
Locally common birds will nest in the hedgerows and mature trees and scrub on the 
boundaries. A charm of goldfinches was seen foraging in the large elm tree. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The field margins and hedgerows will support a range of invertebrates. Veteran trees 
can also support a rich diversity of invertebrates. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
Although the pond is shaded and silted up, there is a risk that great crested newts may 
be present in low numbers. The emergent vegetation was principally bittersweet and 
there was no sign of leaf-folding typical of newt egg-laying activities. However, to be 
more certain of the presence/absence of great crested newts, a four visit survey using a 
variety of techniques would be required. If the development is to be wholly contained 
within the arable field then there would be no impact upon the pond or its marginal 
habitat. 
 
Other amphibians such as toad, frog and smooth newt may also be associated with the 
pond. Grass snake may also be present. 
 
Mammals: 
A range of common small mammals will be associated with the field margins and 
hedgerows. The mature trees provide excellent roosting opportunities for bats, 
particularly the stag-headed oak near the pond. If this site is to proceed, a bat survey 
will be required in the form of an evening and dawn emergence survey at the 
appropriate time of year. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
If this site is to be developed, the mature and veteran trees are of high wildlife value and 
must be retained. This may mean that an appropriate buffer zone is placed around such 
trees to ensure that they can be left intact without future concerns about public safety or 
shading. 
 
Additional detailed surveys (bat and great crested newt) are recommended. 
 
If the site proceeds, consideration should also be given to ensuring that landscaping on 
the northern boundary also includes restoration of the pond to deepen it and reduce 
shading. Appropriate planting along the northern boundary, without subsequently 
shading out the pond, could improve connectivity and reduce the pond’s current 
isolation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Site name   Clare 6.2a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76956 46062 
Area:     0.8 hectares 
Date:     27h May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken cloud 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Paddocks  
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
The site lies in the northern part of Clare, surrounded by housing and gardens. It is 
primarily sheep-grazed paddocks, with hardstanding, glasshouses and a modern, single 
storey building. 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  



- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
Toad 
 
Connectivity: 
Connectivity is poor 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The paddocks are close-grazed and limited in flora.  Species noted were creeping thistle, 
nettle, daisy, black medick, ribwort plantain, soft brome and false oat grass. A scrub belt 
on the northern boundary included bramble, ash and dog rose.  There is a hawthorn 
hedge on the western boundary. A cluster of larger trees in the north-eastern corner 
included oak, horse chestnut and cherry. 
 
Avifauna: 
Apart from the trees and hedgerows the site provides limited nesting habitat for this 
group.  There will be some foraging opportunities within the paddocks. 
 
Invertebrates: 
It was notable that there are over 30 large ant hills on the western edge of the paddock. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is thought to be unsuitable for this group, with the exception of toad, which 
may be associated with the derelict glass houses. 
 
Mammals: 
The site provides limited opportunities for this group.  The modern, single storey 
building is highly unlikely to support bats. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
If any trees and scrub are to be removed this needs to be done outside the bird nesting 
season, in order to comply with the legislation protecting all nesting birds. If any toads 
are discovered during site clearance then work should cease and further advice sought 
from Suffolk Wildlife Trust. 



Site name   Clare 6.2b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76845 45498 
Area:     0.7 hectares 
Date:     27th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken cloud 
Ranking:    5 (unless survey reveals bats in historic barn and dovecot) 
Biodiversity value:  Low (see above) 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
Photo: 

   
Historic barn     Other farm buildings 

  
Other farm buildings    Historic dovecot 



Habitat type(s): 
Orchard, vegetable gardens, paddocks 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Timber-framed barn, dovecot. 
 
Site description: 
The site lies close to the central part of Clare, bordering the western edge of the village. 
The site contains a variety of agricultural buildings, including a timber-framed listed 
barn, a series of brick and timber-clad outhouses, hardstanding, garden flower borders, 
vegetable garden inside a flint and brick wall, listed dovecot and orchard with geese and 
chickens. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The location of the site on the edge of Clare, bordering the cemetery and open farmland 
means that connectivity is quite good. 
 
Structural diversity: 
The nature of this site means that structural diversity is poor. 

 
Flora: 
Apart from the orchard, flowerbeds and vegetable garden, floral diversity is poor. 
Within the short grass areas nettles, creeping bent, creeping buttercup, daisy, spear 
thistle and black medick were noted. 
 
Avifauna: 
Doves were nesting in the cartlodge.  Apart from the buildings, nesting opportunities are 
limited. 
 
Invertebrates: 
Common invertebrates typical of gardens will be present. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is not suitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
The listed timber-framed has a high risk of supporting bats.  Only a brief look was taken 
inside, but the presence of a timber frame and weatherboarding means that there are 



plentiful roosting opportunities and a bat survey of the interior, combined with an 
emergence survey should be carried out.  Due to the presence of geese, no detailed 
inspection was made of the dovecot, but similarly, this should also have a full bat 
survey. 
 
Comments & Recommendations: 
A bat survey is required for the listed barn and dovecot. 
 
If buildings are to be removed, consideration should be given to the likelihood of 
nesting birds. 



Site name   Clare 6.2c 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76721 45269 
Area:     2.3 hectares 
Date:     27th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warming, broken cloud 
Ranking:    4  
Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Rough grassland with scattered scrub, hedgerow, arable field 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
The site lies on the western edge of Clare, north of the A1092. The site has two distinct 
habitats. To the rear is an arable field in cultivation, whilst the southern half of the site 
is an area of rough grassland and scrub. It is likely that this was formerly arable, but 



cultivation ceased some years ago, judging by the scrub colonizing the site. The two 
sections are separated by a thick belt of bramble. 
 
Protected species: 
Common lizard 
 
Protected species potential:  
Slow worm 
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
Hedgehog 
 
Connectivity: 
Connectivity for this site is good, linking with areas of rough grassland to the north-east 
and other habitats beyond. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity on the southern half of the site is good, but poor in the arable 
section. 

 
Flora: 
The rough grassland was not particularly species-rich, with cow parsley, nettle, white 
dead-nettle, hogweed, rosebay willowherb and false oat grass. A ditch has been scraped 
out across the site, parallel to the road, with great willowherb, sorrel and field forget-
me-not now colonizing it. Scattered bramble, rose and elder were present. 
 
The margins of the arable field were species-poor, with common fumitory, barren 
brome, soft brome and meadow foxtail. Adjacent to the housing development in the 
west was a band of recently planted scrub (hazel, Scot’s pine, snowberry, dog rose, 
gorse, dogwood and field maple). 
 
Avifauna: 
Chaffinch and blackbird were recorded on site. The southern section of the site will 
provide good nesting, roosting and foraging opportunities. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The southern section of the site will provide habitat for this group. 
Herpetofauna: 
This site will support species of reptile such as common lizard and slow worm. There is 
a 2009 record of common lizard to the west, in the residential area known as The 
Granary, so they are almost certainly present within the southern part of this site. 
 
Mammals: 



Evidence of rabbit was recorded. Small mammals such as mice, voles and shrews will 
be present in the southern section. Hedgehog may also be present. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
If this site is to proceed for development, a reptile survey must be undertaken to 
establish whether they are present on site. No clearance of vegetation should take place 
until the findings of the survey are completed and mitigation carried out as appropriate. 



Site name   Clare 6.2d (part employment) 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 76721 45269 
Area:     3.5 hectares 
Date:     27h May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken cloud 
Ranking:    5 (although margins are of higher value) 
Biodiversity value:  Low (see above) 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

  
Arable field     Large ash on western boundary 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field, hedgerow 
 



Subsidiary habitats:  
Veteran tree, adjacent rough grassland 
 
Site description: 
This arable site is situated adjacent to rough grassland and is attached via a grassy 
footpath to site 6.2c. Telegraph poles for electricity run through the centre of the site 
from west to east. There is a footpath and recently planted hedgerow with mature trees 
forming the northern boundary. The eastern and southern boundary consists of a flint 
and brick wall with a grassy bank backing onto houses and gardens. The western 
boundary consists of a tall hedgerow adjacent to rough grassland.  
 
Protected species: 
 
Protected species potential:  
Bats may be in veteran ash tree on western boundary  
Reptiles highly likely to be in marginal habitat 
 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site itself is of low wildlife value; however the western boundary hedgerows and 
adjacent rough grassland to the west may provide refuge and therefore connectivity for 
both flora and fauna. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Due to the nature of this arable site there is little structural diversity, however the 
western hedgerow has the greatest diversity.  

 
Flora: 
The site was planted with a wheat crop. The northern boundary consisted of a newly 
planted hedgerow of field maple with mature coppiced ash, field maple, lime, horse 
chestnut and wild privet. There is a footpath running alongside the boundary with a 
cemetery on the other side of the footpath. The field margin consisted of common 
species such as false oat grass, cock’s-foot, cow parsley, cleavers, hogweed, nettle, little 
nettle, common fumitory, meadow buttercup and creeping buttercup.  
 
The southern and eastern boundary consists of a flint and brick wall running the entire 
length of the two boundaries. There was ivy growing up the wall with denser growth on 
the southern boundary wall. The boundaries had a wide margin with common species 
such as false oat grass, cock’s-foot, annual meadow grass, tall fescue, rye grass, 
cleavers, periwinkle, cow parsley, mallow, hogweed, meadow buttercup, nettle, 
comfrey, and ground elder.   
 



The western boundary consisted of a high hedgerow of blackthorn and hawthorn with a 
large untouched margin with common species such as false oat grass, tall fescue, 
cock’s-foot, nettle, cleavers, cow parsley, hogweed, alkanet, teasel, elder and meadow 
buttercup. There was rough grassland on the other side of this boundary with a mature 
ash tree approximately ten metres from the boundary edge. Such trees provide excellent 
roosting opportunities for bats, therefore a bat emergence survey is needed if 
development were to proceed on this site. 
 
Avifauna: 
A skylark was heard overhead and also common garden birds such as blackbird.  
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of invertebrates will be associated with the hedgerows. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The arable part of this site is unsuitable for this group, but the marginal habitat is highly 
likely to support common lizard and slow worm.  The hedgerow and margins on the 
western side are particularly suitable due to the proximity of the adjacent rough 
grassland.  
 
Mammals: 
Common species of mammal may be associated with the hedgerows. There was fox 
scent detected in the north-west corner. Bats may roost in the very large veteran ash tree 
on the western boundary. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
A bat emergence survey should be carried out for the ash tree in the adjacent field. 
Consideration needs to be given to preventing light spillage into the northern and 
western hedgerows, which may be used by foraging/commuting bats. 
 
If this site is to proceed for development, a reptile survey must be undertaken to 
establish whether they are present on site. No clearance of vegetation should take place 
until the findings of the survey are completed and mitigation carried out as appropriate 



Site name   Clare 6.2e 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 77727 45539 
Area:     2.2 hectares 
Date:     26th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Sunny, warm 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos:  

   
Habitat type(s): 
Horse-grazed meadow, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
The site lies on the eastern edge of Clare, on the northern side of the A1092 and has a 
long history of being grazed by horses. The interior of the paddocks are subdivided by 
wooden fencing and there are stables in the south-east. Thick hedges surround the site, 



with an arable field to the north and school to the west. Large residential properties and 
their grounds lie to the east. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
Connectivity to the wider countryside is good. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity within the hedgerows is good, but poor within the remainder of the 
site. 

 
Flora: 
The owner advised that the sward had been improved over the years to suit its land-use 
for horse-grazing. Species recorded included perennial rye grass, meadow foxtail, false 
oat grass, cock’s-foot, yarrow, common sorrel, creeping buttercup, ribwort plantain, 
ground ivy, creeping thistle, barren brome, daisy, cut-leaved crane’s-bill and creeping 
cinquefoil. Ox-eye daisies were seen growing in a patch near the stables. 
 
The hawthorn and blackthorn hedge along the roadside is associated with a deep ditch 
that was dry at the time of the survey. The western boundary included tall field maple, 
hazel and hawthorn. The northern boundary was separated from the arable field by a 
post and rail fence with scattered shrubs of dog rose, hawthorn and bramble. 
  
Avifauna: 
Three rooks were observed foraging in the field. The hedgerows will support a range of 
locally common species. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The hedgerows will support a range of locally common species. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is unlikely to be suitable for this group. 
 
Mammals: 
Common small mammals may be associated with the hedgerows and rabbits in the 
paddocks. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
 



Site name   Ingham 7.10a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 85405 70487 
Area:     1.6 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken sunshine 
Ranking:    6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Young woodland belt on south-eastern boundary  
 
Site description: 
This arable site lies on the south-western edge of Ingham, to the west of the A134. A 
flint stone wall marks part of the south and also the eastern boundary. A Leylandii 



hedge abuts part of the northern boundary, with the remaining boundaries cutting 
through the arable field. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The tree belt forms a short corridor of local value to the west of the site. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor across the bulk of the site, although the adjacent tree belt is 
of better quality. 

 
Flora: 
The narrow field margins were quite species-poor with poppy, cleavers, nettle, red 
dead-nettle, white dead-nettle, timothy grass, bush vetch, cut-leaved crane’s-bill, sow 
thistle, barren brome and common field speedwell. The tree belt to the south-west was 
dominated by oak and ash with a species-poor understorey of cow parsley and cleavers. 
A laurel and hawthorn hedge also formed part of the southern boundary. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded  
 
Invertebrates: 
There is little opportunity for this group, apart from the adjacent tree belt 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is unsuitable for this group  
 
Mammals: 
The tree belt may support small mammals such as mice, voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 



Site name   Risby 7.11a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 80030 66236 
Area:     1.1 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken sunshine 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

    

 Veteran oak in south-western corner 



Habitat type(s): 
Rough grassland, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
This former arable site lies on the south side of School Road. It is thought to have been 
uncultivated for at least three years. A thick native-species hedge runs along the western 
boundary with a large veteran oak in the south-western corner. A low elm hedge borders 
the road. The eastern edge of the site is marked by a track with a low hawthorn hedge. A 
derelict wooden and stone outbuilding in the east, surrounded by scrub, lies just outside 
the site boundary. The southern boundary is marked by a beech hedge, where there is a 
well used footpath towards the adjacent playing fields to the west. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
Slow worm, common lizard and toad 
-  
Connectivity: 
Connectivity is good as the site connects with farmland to the south and via the 
hedgerow network. 
 
Structural diversity: 
The structural diversity of the mature hedgerows is good and in time this will improve 
within the wider site if left uncultivated. 

 
Flora: 
The rough grassland included common species such as cock’s-foot, broad-leaved dock, 
nettle, creeping thistle, yarrow, cow parsley, hogweed, white dead-nettle, comfrey 
species, black medick, hedge crane’s-bill, red clover, common field speedwell and 
barren brome. 
 
The thick hedgerow to the west included elm, hawthorn, blackthorn and ivy, with some 
elm die-back toward the south-west. There was a large veteran oak tree in the south-
western corner. 
 
Avifauna: 
Bird activity was high on this site, with blackbird, chaffinch, greenfinch and chiffchaff 
recorded at the time of the visit. Red-legged partridge was also noted. The combination 
of mature hedgerow and rough grassland provides excellent roosting, nesting and 
feeding opportunities. 



 
The well-used path along the southern and part of the western boundaries may be a 
deterrent to ground-nesting bird species. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The site will support a range of invertebrates both within the grassland and hedgerows. 
Orange tip and tortoiseshell butterflies were recorded. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site may support reptiles such as common lizard and slow worm, as well as 
amphibians such as toad. A survey of this group should be carried out if this site is to be 
developed. 
 
Mammals: 
The rough grassland and hedgerows will support a range of small mammal species, such 
as mice, voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The site lies within the SPA 1.5km buffer zone. 
 
Although there are no records for amphibians and reptiles in this area, a reptile survey 
(to include toads also) would be advisable. 

 



Site name   Rougham 7.12a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 91551 62011 
Area:     0.5 hectares 
Date:     14th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, dry and becoming sunny 
Ranking:    6 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  

 
Site description: 
The site is within an arable field on the northern edge of the village of Rougham, off 
Moat Lane. A deep ditch containing shallow water borders the road, with the remnants 
of a hedge. A surfaced footpath runs along the western boundary, but the northern and 
eastern boundary run through the arable field. 
 
Protected species: 



- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site has poor connectivity. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The field margins contained a mixture of common species including cow parsley, nettle, 
white dead-nettle, common field speedwell, groundsel, spear thistle and dandelion. A 
rough area to the east of the footpath, adjacent to the site was species-poor and 
dominated by tussocks of false oat grass and cock’s-foot grass. The remnant hedgerow 
by the road contained suckering elm, field maple and two large holly trees. Dog’s 
mercury and greater stitchwort were recorded, indicating that this was on old bank. 
Willowherb, silverweed, nettle and bramble were also present. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded. There may be nesting opportunities within the large holly trees 
so any removal should take place outside of bird nesting season. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The field margins will support locally common invertebrates 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is unsuitable for this group.  
 
Mammals: 
The rougher field margins may support small mammals such as voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The hedgerow along the road should be reinstated using native species. Ideally the large 
holly trees should be retained. 



Site name   Ixworth 6.3a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 93188 70205 
Area:     0.5 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken sunshine 
Ranking:    4 
Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
 
Photos: 

    
View of older barns       Listed barn c.1700s 



 
Meadow to rear 
 
Habitat type: 
Meadow  
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Historic barns 
 
Site description: 
The site lies on the southern side of Ixworth, off the Stow Road, on the northern side of 
the River Black Bourne. The majority of the site is buildings and hard-standing with 
part of the meadow to the south included within the site. Two of the buildings are 
historic, with one barn being listed. The rest of the buildings are more modern, with 
brick or slatted walls and asbestos roofs, plus a large former chicken shed. 
 
Protected species: 
Bats 
 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site is located close to the River Black Bourne, separated only by a meadow, so 
connectivity is excellent. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity of semi-natural habitats such as the meadow and adjacent riparian 
habitat is good.  
Flora: 
The meadow was not species-rich and has a history of being grazed, but is now cut for 
hay. It was dominated by soft brome, with tussocks of cock’s foot and occasional 



meadow fox-tail. Herbaceous species were typically common, such as dandelion, cow 
parsley, cut-leaved crane’s-bill and common mouse-ear. 
 
Avifauna: 
Swifts are known to nest under the pantiles in the barn bordering the road. This 
migratory bird is listed as an Amber status Bird of Conservation Concern (BoCC) due 
to its decline in breeding status in the UK. Swifts and their nests are fully protected by 
the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. This protection makes it an offence to 
intentionally kill, injure or take a swift; take, damage or destroy the eggs of a swift or a 
nest whilst it is being built or in use. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The meadow will support a range of locally common species. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The site is unsuitable for this group. Reptiles such as grass snake are highly likely to be 
associated with the adjacent river and its margins. 
 
Mammals: 
Evidence of bats was found in both the two older barns, comprising a few old droppings 
and some butterfly wings in the listed barn. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
The visit has established a low level of usage of the two historic barns by bats. If 
development is to proceed, this will still require an emergence survey for bats in 
accordance with best practice guidelines. 
 
Consideration needs to be given to the swifts nesting in the barn adjacent to the road. 
This means that the nesting sites must be preserved, or replaced outside of the breeding 
season. 
 
The remainder of the meadow needs to be retained as a buffer strip between the 
development and the river. 



Site name   Ixworth 6.3b, c, d 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 93890 70730 
Area:     14 hectares 
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Warming, becoming sunny 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

     
View looking north    View south 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Dry ditch 
 
Site description: 
The site lies to the east of Ixworth and is situated within a very large arable field. The 
northern boundary of the site is defined by the A1088 and the eastern boundary is the 
A143. There is a thick, newly planted tree belt alongside both roads. At the northern end 



there is a concrete track running east-west through the field with a dry ditch next to it. 
There is a row of poplars along the south-western boundary and there is a hedge along 
the southern boundary.  
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
 
BAP species seen: 
 
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site itself is of low wildlife value, and the boundary hedgerows to the north and east 
do not connect with other hedgerows in the wider countryside. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, apart from the hedgerows 

 
Flora: 
The arable field had been planted with wheat. The northern and eastern boundaries have 
recently been planted with a thick tree belt of native species. These include: hawthorn, 
cherry, oak and ash. This complements the existing thick hedgerows bordering the 
roads. 
 
The field margin along the tree belt was fairly species-poor with coarse grasses but the 
presence of bristly oxtongue, fennel and black knapweed implies that this may improve 
with time. 
 
The track to the north was bordered by thick bramble entanglements within the dry 
ditch and there was white stonecrop on the far eastern edge. The arable field to the north 
had an invasive arable weed known as black grass in it. 
 
There is a tree belt along the south western boundary which was dominated by 
sycamore. Further north along the western boundary was a line of mature poplar trees. 
 
The hedge along the southern boundary contained a mixture of species including: thick 
bramble, field maple, elm, dog rose and Prunus species. 
 
Avifauna: 
Apart from the kestrel seen hunting over the field, no other birds were heard within the 
field. However typical garden species will be associated with the hedgerows. There was 
a lot of blackbird activity in the southern hedge and they were clearly feeding young. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of locally common invertebrates will be associated with the hedgerows. 



 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is largely unsuitable for this group. It is possible that the hedgerows and 
adjacent margins may provide dispersal corridors for species such as toad. 
 
Mammals: 
Common species of mammal may be associated with the hedgerows. No evidence of 
badgers was recorded. 

 
Comments and recommendations: 
The bramble along the dry ditch at the northern end of the site is suitable for breeding 
birds, as is the hedgerow to the south. For this reason no vegetation clearance should be 
carried out between early February and July. 

 



Site name   Ixworth 6.3e (employment) 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL93529 71092 
Area:     1.6 hectares 
Date:     18th May 2010 
Recorder:    S Bullion  
Weather conditions:   Warm, sunny 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

   
 
Habitat type(s): 
Arable field and margins 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Young woodland belt 

 
Site description: 
This arable site lies on the northern edge of Ixworth, south of the A1088 and west of the 
A143. At the time of the site visit it had been recently ploughed. Adjacent to the A143 
there is a young woodland belt screening the site from the road. The hawthorn hedge 
bordering the A1088 is close cut as is the roadside verge. A large agricultural building 
lies to the south and the western boundary of the site cuts across the arable field. 
 



Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The tree belt forms a short corridor of local value along the boundary of the A143. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor across the bulk of the site, although the tree belt is of better 
quality. 

 
Flora: 
The field margins were species poor, with cock’s foot, ragwort, broad-leaved dock, red 
campion, white dead-nettle and cow parsley. The roadside verge of the A143 was more 
diverse with wild violet, yarrow, ground ivy, black knapweed, ox-eye daisy, ribwort 
plantain and bramble. The verge adjoining the A1088 was close mown, but rosettes of 
goat’s-beard were noted. The tree belt along the north-eastern edge was quite diverse, 
with wayfaring tree, cherry, hawthorn, rose, field maple, ash and bramble. In between 
the trees were tussocks of cock’s foot grass and cleavers. The southern hedge along the 
A143 was less diverse, with field maple, sycamore, ash, elder and hawthorn. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded  
 
Invertebrates: 
The field margins will support locally common invertebrates. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is likely to be unsuitable for this group.  
 
Mammals: 
The tree belt may support small mammals such as voles and shrews. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 



Site name   Kedington 6.4a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 70110 46928 
Area:     2.2 hectares 
Date:     27th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken cloud 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

  
 
Habitat type(s): 
Short-mown grass, rough grassland/scrub, gardens 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Hedgerows, ivy covered brick-shed 
 
Site description: 
The site lies in north-western Kedington. This is a residential area with road, buildings, 
gardens, hard standing and landscaping. To the north-east of the site is an area of short 
mown grass with rough habitat to the northerly boundary. An ivy-covered brick shed is 
present in this area, next to a concrete pad and skips. 
 
Protected species: 



- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
- 
BAP species seen: 
-  
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site lies on the north-western edge of Kedington within a residential area. North of 
the site are playing fields. Connectivity is therefore limited. 
 
Structural diversity: 
The gardens themselves were not surveyed, but overall structural diversity is limited.  

 
Flora: 
The short-mown grass contained common herbaceous plants such as ribwort plantain, 
greater plantain, daisy, black medick, dandelion and yarrow. The rough area in the 
north-eastern corner included barren brome, cow parsley, bladder campion, ground ivy, 
yarrow, hedge mustard, burdock, rosebay willowherb, black horehound and cleavers. 
Bramble was beginning to develop. There was a line of Leylandii on the north-eastern 
boundary. 
 
Avifauna: 
The site will support locally common bird species. Blackbird and wood pigeon were 
observed. 
 
Invertebrates: 
The site will support locally common insects in the gardens and rough area. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The majority of the site is not suitable for this group. The rough area may provide 
habitat for grass snake which may occasionally visit the area from the nearby river. 
 
Mammals: 
The majority of the site is not suitable for this group, apart from the rough area which 
might support small mammals. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 
Removal of any trees and also the ivy-covered brick shed must take place outside of the 
bird-nesting season, to comply with the legislation protecting all nesting birds. 



 
Site name   Stanton 6.5a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 96981 73476 
Area:     3.1 hectares 
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Cold, overcast 
Ranking:    4 
Biodiversity value:  Medium 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 

  
Northern section    Southern section 
 
Habitat type(s): 
Rough grassland and scrub, house and garden, arable field, hedgerows 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
Line of mature trees on south-western edge 
 
Site description: 
The site lies on the north-eastern edge of Stanton, off the Hepworth Road. The site is in 
three distinct parts: an area of rough grassland with scattered scrub and fruit bushes; a 



house with a large garden; and a large arable field with a hedgerow on the southern 
edge. 
 
Protected species: 
- 
Protected species potential:  
- 
BAP habitats present: 
 
BAP species seen: 
Three brown hares were seen (2 on adjacent arable land and 1 within the rough habitat). 
 
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The rough habitat is part of a larger area, but overall the site’s connectivity is relatively 
poor. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is quite good in the rough grassland, elsewhere is poor. 

 
Flora: 
The rough grassland included a mixture of coarser grasses such as cock’s-foot with 
some finer Fescue grasses. Herbaceous species were yarrow, hogweed, ground ivy, 
white dead-nettle, red campion, ragwort, wild carrot, common field speedwell, common 
cat’s-ear, cow parsley, ribwort plantain and redshank. There were lines of currant 
bushes and lichen-encrusted gooseberry bushes and bramble entanglements. 
 
The triangle of land forming the garden and outbuildings was marked by a Leylandii 
hedge and ornamental conifers. The arable field margin along the eastern edge was 
species-poor with barren brome and groundsel.  The roadside hedge to the south was 
dominated by elm, with oak, blackthorn and Prunus species. 
 
Avifauna: 
No birds were recorded, but common species will be associated with the rough 
grassland. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of invertebrates will be associated with the rough grassland, hedgerow and 
standard trees. 
 
Herpetofauna: 
The rough grassland may support toad and there is a low risk that slow worm and 
common lizard may be present, although there are no records in the area. 
 
Mammals: 
Three brown hares were recorded. No evidence of badgers was recorded. Muntjac deer 
droppings were seen in the rough grassland. Common species of mammal may also be 



associated with the grassland, although it did not appear rough enough for harvest 
mouse. 

 
Comments and recommendations: 
Any clearance of vegetation should take place outside of bird nesting season. 



Site name   Stanton 6.5b 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 96455 73011 
Area:     2.6 hectares  
Date:     11th May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and A Looser 
Weather conditions:   Cold, overcast 
Ranking:    5 
Biodiversity value:  Low 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photo: 

 
 
Habitat type: 
Arable field 
 
Subsidiary habitats:  
 
Site description: 
The site lies to the south of Stanton and forms part of an arable field. There is a narrow 
field margin and a road along the western boundary. Along the southern boundary there 
is a grassy field margin and a linear belt of secondary woodland. The northern edge has 



fences forming the boundary of the site with adjacent gardens. The north-west corner of 
the site runs along the boundary of the bowls club where there is no hedge but there is 
some scrub. The eastern boundary runs across the middle of the arable field. 
 
Protected species: 
 
Protected species potential:  
 
BAP habitats present: 
 
BAP species seen: 
 
BAP species known: 
-  
BAP species potential: 
-  
Connectivity: 
The site itself is of low wildlife value. 
 
Structural diversity: 
Structural diversity is poor, apart from the linear belt of woodland south of the site. 

 
Flora: 
The arable field had been planted with wheat. The western field margin adjacent to the 
road contained a mixture of common species such as bramble, cock’s-foot, cow parsley, 
cleavers, white dead-nettle and nettle. There was also a small clump of non-native 
bluebells and one oak tree. 
 
The copse of secondary woodland along the south eastern boundary contained typical 
woodland species such as sycamore, hazel, wild cherry, sweet chestnut and honeysuckle 
with an understorey of cow parsley. The field margin was grassy and species-poor. The 
bowls club southern boundary had no hedge but on the north-eastern boundary there 
was a small patch of bramble, hawthorn and hazel scrub. Just on the bowls club side of 
this boundary there was a newly planted blackthorn and hawthorn hedge.  

  
Avifauna: 
No birds were heard during the visit; however typical garden species will be associated 
with the woodland. 
 
Invertebrates: 
A range of locally-common invertebrates will be associated with the woodland. 
Herpetofauna: 
This site is largely unsuitable for this group. It is possible that the secondary woodland 
and adjacent margins may provide dispersal corridors for species such as toad. 
 
Mammals: 
Common species of mammal may be associated with the woodland. No evidence of 
badgers was recorded. 
 
Comments and recommendations: 



Site name   Great Thurlow 7.6a 
 
Site status:   No designation 
Grid ref:    TL 67771 50268 
Area:     0.4 hectares 
Date:     27h May 2010 
Recorders:    S Bullion and C Supple 
Weather conditions:   Warm, broken cloud 
Ranking:    5 (unless further survey reveals presence of bats) 
Biodiversity value:  Low (see above) 
 
Map: 

 
Crown Copyright Licence Number 10016410 
 
Photos: 
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